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1. Rights holder Search and discovery  

 

2.   Aggregated licensing solution (including possible  
“Click through”  licence enabling automated delivery)  
for smaller (long tail) publishers 
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The issue: 

 

• Researchers want to track and contact ‘potentially hundreds’ of 
publishers for permission to mine their text [permissions not 
required to mine data per se] 

 

• Connecting researchers to rights owners - search and discovery 
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Role of PLS [and potentially RROs in other territories or other 

intermediaries]: 

 

• Publishers entrust licensing their secondary rights to PLS on a non-
exclusive basis   

 

• PLS has built arguably the most comprehensive database of 
publishers (over 3,000) and their content (by ISBN / ISSN) 

 

• With potential for access to publishers worldwide through other 
RROs 
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The solution: 
 

• A single discovery portal through which researchers can  
(a) find the appropriate publisher(s) and  
(b) route their permissions requests to the relevant person in 

the publishing house 
 

• With this portal and our database PLS is accordingly developing: 
(a) a clearing house for researchers and 
(b) a licensing service for the long tail of publishers 
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The facility will: 

 

• Offer an easy free to use interface for researchers to make  
requests 

 

• Direct requests to mine particular texts to the relevant publisher in 
each case 

 

• Offer a simple reminder system to help track responses to requests 
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The PLS Clearing House  

 

• will be fully functional by mid 2013 with a prototype available for 
testing by end March 2013 and 

 

• will be generic and scalable: once established, it will be adaptable 
to routing permission requests for any number of other types of 
use 
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A Bigger vision 

Click through licence for access to the content of 
smaller publishers 
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• PLS can enable licensing on behalf of the large number of small and 

medium sized publishers who are not in a position to negotiate direct 
licences with major users, e.g. we already do this for document 
delivery services 

 

• The industry is developing model licences for publishers to use in 
meeting the text mining needs of researchers 

 

www.pls.org.uk 



 

 
• Curiously this work is being delayed by the difficulties in finding 

researchers willing fully to explain their needs to the industry 

 

• Our vision at PLS is that, either in collaboration with other service 
providers or alone, PLS can enable licensing for the text mining needs 
of researchers by means of a seamless click through process following 
on from our clearing house 
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