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My name is Kateryna Malko. I was born in 1998 in 
Volodymyrivka, a tiny village in central Ukraine. 
I'm a managing editor at Laboratory Publishing 
House. I'm an avid reader, hobbies collector 

and happy person. I live in Kyiv, and I love my 
country, my work and people surrounding me. 

1. Can you please describe your 
job in 100 words?
 
When I first joined our publishing house (it was 
two years ago), I used to do almost everything. 
People called me an octopus because I was 
responsible for a good deal of stuff. Although 
I don't have eight arms as octopuses do 
(which I wish I had), I used to write book 
annotations, SEO-texts and posts for our 
social media, answer incoming calls, process 
orders, do bookscouting and rights managing, 
maintain documentation and even do some 
HTML-coding. Now that our team is much 
bigger, I only manage editorial processes—
create long-term publishing plans, organize and 
moderate editorial meetings, communicate with 
freelancers, etc. 

2. Can you describe a typical 
working day?

Now my typical working day looks absolutely 
different than it was before the full-scale Russian 
invasion. We used to have an office then, but 

after the 24th of February, we couldn't pay the 
rent for it, so we all work from home now. I really 
miss going to the office every day, but I'm very 
flexible and like to alternate between my work, 
hobbies and meeting friends during the day.

3. What would happen to the 
book if you were not there?

I won't say it wouldn't be published, but there 
would definitely be a huge delay! Now we aim 
to publish 3-4 books per month, so my task is to 
plan accordingly.

4. What is the most exciting or 
striking thing that ever 
happened to you in your job?

Taking part in book exhibitions and fairs is 
always exciting for me, but, to be honest—I have 
never thought I would shoot funny videos for 
our TikTok. Our team is full of creativity and 
continuously generates new ideas, so I just can't 
stand aside. 

5. What did you want to be when 
you were five years old?

It's easier to say what I didn't want to be as a 
child—an astronaut and a pilot because I feared 
heights. Everything else interested me. I was a 
very introverted but curious child. Like many 
other children of that age, I wanted to be a 
teacher or a writer or a vet or a doctor or a 
librarian or a hairdresser. Now I understand—my 
wide range of interest helps me in my work, so I 
can be an octopus when needed! 

"Our team is full of creativity"
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