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CONSTANT CREATION 
AND INNOVATION

European publishers keep bringing stories and the creativity of 
their authors to Europe and the world; they provide original con-
tent, curated, verified knowledge and information, education and 
invaluable food for everyone’s thoughts. Books have always been 
a vital component of Europe’s history, of its culture and economy. 
We call for an EU-wide policy framework that enhances the op-
portunities of the sector and multiplies the value it brings to the 
European society.

TRULY A EUROPEAN
ASSET

COMMITTING 
TO FREEDOM

AN ENABLING 
ENVIRONMENT

Find out more:

europeanpublishing
matters.eu



CONSTANT
CREATION AND 
INNOVATION

For centuries, the European pub-
lishing sector has provided an unin-
terrupted flow of creative works, its 
products constantly improved and 
made more efficient, attractive and 
relevant through persistent innova-
tion. From the early days of Guten-
berg – but also of Aldus Manutius, and 
many others – to the current work of 
European organisations in the devel-
opment of standards and formats for 
digital publishing, book publishers 
have invested in creation and inno-
vation, adopting the best-suited tech-
nologies to stay at the forefront, and 
to offer innovative products, services 
and business models. This invest-
ment, realised with virtually no reli-
ance on public subsidies, has been 
made possible by a solid copyright 
framework, which constitutes the es-
sential basis for the sustainability of 
the sector.

OBJECTIVE

to maintain and reinforce this successful 
cycle of creation, investment 

and innovation

H OW

Ensure a robust copyright regime, notably by 
encouraging licences, thus underpinning creation 

and investment.

Uphold the sustainability of the creative sector and 
allow it to thrive in the marketplace for creative works.

Allow the application of the same reduced or zero 
rates of VAT to books, journals and learning materials 
regardless of which format or product a reader chooses, 

thus ending the unjustified discrimination between 
digital and print publications.

Focus funding for the cultural sector on areas not 
covered by the market, such as training and mobility of 
professionals, and support for innovation, accessibility, 
transition to more environmentally friendly practices as 

well as research and development through relevant     
collaborative projects.



TRULY 
A EUROPEAN 
ASSET 

OBJECTIVE

to maintain and further develop this vital 
sector and its world leadership

H OW

The EU should, in close collaboration with its Member 
States, actively engage in reading promotion initiatives 

that encourage all citizens to reap the numerous benefits 
of books and reading.

The EU should adopt policies that multiply the benefits 
of a strong and diverse publishing sector.

Book publishing is Europe’s largest 
creative industry, contributing sig-
nificantly to our economy in terms of 
turnover, jobs and growth. Moreover, 
European publishing is a world  lead-
er, with 7 out of the top 10 publishers 
in the world based in Europe. Pub-
lishing is a valuable European asset, 
and the quality content produced 
by European book publishers is a 
source of excellence in a wide range 
of fields: literature, academia, edu-
cation, research, to name but a few. 
Offering readers more than half a 
million new titles per year, European 
publishing is a pillar of our cultural 
diversity. Its wealth of curated content 
underpins our social cohesion and is 
key to a democratic society.



COMMITTING 
TO 
FREEDOM

OBJECTIVE

to ensure that the fundamental rights 
underpinning publishing remain in place

H OW

Support unconditionally the freedom to speech 
and to publish.

Avoid unnecessary constraints and put freedom 
of contract first.

Avoid state interference in the creation of 
quality educational content.

Recognise the freedom of creation and owner-
ship of creative content by means of intellec-

tual property rights.

Respect teachers’ right to choose the teaching 
methods and materials that match with their 

target audience and curricula.

Strengthen pluralism in culture and education 
and fight censorship and the imposition of single 

textbook policies.

European publishers are committed 
to upholding our values of a respon- 
sible freedom of expression, which 
are at the core of publishing. At the 
same time, book publishers rely on 
several freedoms and fundamental 
rights fully embedded in the Euro-
pean culture and tradition, foremost 
among them the freedom to publish 
and the freedom to own and make 
use of one’s intellectual property. 
Publishers carefully select, check 
and verify content because they as-
sociate their brand and that of their 
authors to it. As the lack of pub-
lishing responsibility by platforms 
becomes a liability to Europe’s soci-
ety, book publishers keep providing 
verified information, quality know-
ledge, selected creativity.



AN 
ENABLING 
ENVIRONMENT

OBJECTIVE

to create a truly level 
playing field

H OW

Stimulate competition, acknowledging that pricing 
is not the only criterion to assess it.

Mitigate the effects of dominant positions in the 
online marketplace.

Ensure that all players pay their fair share of taxes.

Encourage interoperability of content and platforms, 
avoiding locking consumers into proprietary systems.

Break down the barriers to competition raised by 
Internet platforms, such as the bundling of web stores 
with devices, and instead allow portability of content 

across platforms.

Establish a robust enforcement regime, to prevent 
unfair competition from platforms that offer content 

without remunerating authors and publishers.

European publishers operate in an 
open, competitive market, relying 
on their capacities and the quality 
of their work – which in turn is en-
hanced by strong competition within 
the sector. The success of the industry 
depends also on the maintenance of 
a level playing field, especially in an 
online environment that is prone to 
network effects and the development 
of dominant positions. The digital 
era has seen many new players enter 
the book ecosystem – these should 
comply with the same rules and ob-
ligations as the other market actors 
and participate in a fair competitive 
environment.



The Federation of European Publishers has drafted this manifesto in order to outline 
the areas in which EU policy makers can make a difference by ensuring that the Euro-
pean publishing sector remains a beacon of excellence and continues innovating and 
benefitting all citizens.

FEP MEMBERS

Federation of European Publishers – 
Fédération des Editeurs européens
29 – 31 Chaussée d’Ixelles  |  1050 Brussels  |  Belgium
Tel +32 32-2-770-11-10  |  Fax +32 32-2-771-20-71
www.fep-fee.eu - info @ fep-fee.eu

COUNTRY:

Austria

Belgium (FR)

Belgium (NL)

Bulgaria

Czech Republic

Denmark

Estonia

Finland

France

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Iceland

Ireland

Italy

COUNTRY:

Latvia

Lithuania

Luxembourg

Norway

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Serbia

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Sweden

The Netherlands

UK

ASSOCIATION:

Hauptverband des Österreichischen 
Buchhandels

Association des Editeurs Belges

Groep Algemene Uitgevers & Groep Edu-
catieve en Wetenschappelijke Uitgevers 

Асоциация Българска Книга

Svaz českých knihkupců a nakladatelů

Forlæggerforeningen

Eesti Kirjastuste Liit

Suomen Kustannusydistys

Syndicat National de l’Edition

Börsenverein des Deutschen Buchhan-
dels e.V.

Ομοσπονδία Ελλήνων εκδοτών

Magyar Könyvkiadók és Könyvterjesztők 
Egyesülése

Bókaútgáfa

Publishing Ireland

Associazione Italiana Editori

ASSOCIATION:

Latvijas Grāmatizdeveju Aociācija

Lietuvos leidėjų asociacija

Fédération Luxembourgeoise des 
Editeurs de Livres

Den Norske Forleggerforening

Polska Izba Książki

Associacao Portuguesa de Editores e 
Livreiros

Federația editorilor români

Удружење издавача и књижара 
Србије

Združenie vydavateľov a kníhkupcov 
Slovenskej republiky

Gospodarska zbornica Slovenije

Federacion de Gremios de Editores 
de Espana

Svenska Förläggareföreningen

Nederlands Uitgeversverbond

The Publishers Association

Book publishing is the largest cultural industry in Europe

annual turnover: 22-24 billions
market value: 35-38 billions

employees direct: 150.000
employees indirect: 500.000

new titles per year: 500.000
in all European languages


