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Dorothee Werner, a trained bookseller, holds 
a degree in Philosophy from the University 
of Frankfurt (Main) where she also worked 
as a researcher in a project of the Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) about the 
“Notion of Science in Albert the Great’s De 
anima”. In 2007, she started to work in vari-
ous positions for the German Publishers and 
Booksellers Association, Börsenverein des 
Deutschen Buchhandels e.V. Since 2013 she 
is Head of Corporate Development and the 
Chief Executive Office of the Börsenverein.

1. Can you please describe your 
job in 100 words?
 
As Head of Business Development at 
Börsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels 
(the German Publishers and Booksellers 
Association) I primarily connect people with 
one another to enable them to exchange 
knowledge and share ideas. Apart from that I 
develop strategies for new services, products 
or formats within Börsenverein and its affiliate 
enterprises. At the moment, we are preparing 
a project to support freedom of expression. 
Beyond that I am responsible for the German 
Book Prize, the customer service and the 
market research department.
Another important part of my work is the 
stimulation of innovation at a national and an 
international level. Right now we are develop-
ing a three-month acceleration program 
– named “Content Shift” - for entrepreneurs 
and startups from the book sector. The 
program starts in July and the closing event 
will be celebrated at the Frankfurt Book Fair in 
October 2016. Interested start-ups can send 
an E-Mail to werner@boev.de. 

2. What did you want to do when 
you were five years-old?

When I was five years old I wanted to work 
as a captain on a big sailing boat: sailing on 
the ocean, being outside under the wide sky, 
exploring the world, writing in the naviga-
tion book or writing stories, drawing maps 
in the cabin in the evenings… And somehow 
the things that I do today have very much in 
common – taking on an adventure, not on the 
high seas but in an industry which is nearly as 
important to society as water. 

3. Can you describe a typical  
working day?
 
I will take yesterday as an example:  The day 
started with a team meeting during which we 
brainstormed new services for our members. 
Then our CEO and I discussed a concept 
for a symposium on freedom of expression 
at Frankfurt Book Fair 2016 with our CEO. 
After a quick lunch, I prepared an incoming 
call from the European Commission (DG 
Cnect) with a colleague. Before leaving 

the office to fetch my little daughter from 
kindergarten I prepared a presentation for 
a FEP meeting, giving an overview about the 
innovation work we do at the Association.

4. What would happen to the 
book if you were not there?

Some new islands would not be found… 
some new traces for the future of books not 
discovered. 

5. What is the most exciting 
/striking thing that ever 
happened to you in your job?

The most exciting thing for me is to experi-
ence the large impact that books – no matter 
what genre – have on and for the lives of 
everyone each and every day. That is what 
keeps me going.
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